Top global translational science organizations to catalyze translational
innovation through new initiative – Translation Together

Sept. 25, 2017; Prague, Czech Republic – Today at EATRIS’ Translational Medicine 2017 Conference, and
at the height of Global Biotech Week, it was announced that five of the world’s top translational science
organizations representing the European Union, the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, and
Australia have joined forces under the new banner of Translation Together. This new collaboration will
enable the leveraging of complementary scientific and operational strengths of member organizations,
provide a platform to share insight of the challenges facing translation, and put forth a collective voice
to advance the science and understanding of biomedical translation.
Participating organizations are: LifeArc in the UK, the European Infrastructure for Translational Medicine
(EATRIS) in the European Union, The Centre for Drug Research and Development (CDRD) in Canada,
Therapeutic Innovation Australia (TIA), and the National Institutes of Health’s National Center for
Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS) in the United States.
Mr. Anton Ussi, Operations and Finance Director of EATRIS commented, “It is very exciting to work with
these leading organisations to jointly tackle pressing issues in drug development, and advance
translational medicine as a discipline.”
There is broad consensus that the development of new medical interventions takes too long, costs too
much and too often ends in failure. Furthermore, the 'innovation gap' between fundamental discoveries
related to human disease and the delivery of new therapeutic options to patients has remained
stubbornly persistent. The field of translational science is poised to provide solutions to bridge this gap,
and thereby help to bring more medicines to more patients more quickly. In this context, Translation
Together envisions a global translational research community of diverse stakeholders empowered to
effectively and efficiently translate discoveries into treatments and cures for the benefit of patients and
society.
Dr. Christopher P. Austin, Director of the National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS)
at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) added, “Each of our organizations is dedicated to the common
goal of accelerating the translation of scientific discovery into new therapeutic products; and by tackling
that challenge together, we will be able to maximize the respective impact we have on the lives of
patients.”
Objectives and activities to be undertaken through Translation Together will centre around education
and training, facilitating and conducting research and development, and fostering greater awareness.
More specifically, Translation Together aims to coordinate and develop programs and resources for
educating and training the next generation of translational scientists; assist investigators in the conduct
of translation and translational science by connecting them to resources, tools, technologies, and
expertise; conduct collaborative research projects to remove systemic barriers and catalyze translation;
and foster a broad understanding and appreciation for translation and translational science among
diverse stakeholders.
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About the member organizations:
The Centre for Drug Research and Development (CDRD) is Canada’s national drug development and
commercialization centre working in partnership with academia, industry, government and foundations. CDRD
provides the specialized expertise and infrastructure to identify, validate and advance promising discoveries, and
transform them into commercially viable investment opportunities for the private sector — and ultimately into
new therapies for patients. Canada’s Networks of Centres of Excellence Program has recognized CDRD as a Centre
of Excellence for Commercialization and Research (CECR). www.cdrd.ca / Twitter: @C_D_R_D
The National Institutes of Health’s National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS)
NCATS conducts and supports research on the science and operation of translation — the process by which
interventions to improve health are developed and implemented — to allow more treatments to get to more
patients more quickly. For more information about how NCATS is improving health through smarter science, visit
www.ncats.nih.gov.
Therapeutic Innovation Australia (TIA) is an innovative not-for-profit company that supports access to specialised
research facilities and expertise to accelerate translation of medical discoveries from the lab to the clinic.
Established in 2008, TIA is delivering the "Translating Health Discoveries" project for the Australian Department of
Education and Training’s National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS). TIA’s core business is the
support of critical operational staff at thirteen public-funded research entities, including universities, medical
research institutes and the CSIRO, to enable access by researchers and industry. These facilities provide access to
research capabilities in the areas of small molecule discovery and development, biologics and cell therapy
development and production, preclinical testing, and clinical trial support. In addition to providing support at these
national facilities, TIA has developed enabling infrastructure to help national translational research infrastructure
build quality systems and identify and attract new business. www.therapeuticinnovation.com.au
EATRIS is a European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) created to defragment the substantial European
efforts in translational research. Its mission is to improve productivity of the translational R&D pipeline by
providing high quality research services to public and private research entities. Comprising over 80 leading
research institutions in twelve countries across Europe, EATRIS has established itself today as a key player in the
biomedical innovation continuum. By bringing together multi-disciplinary expertise, facilities and patient resources
to support the development of promising drugs and diagnostics, EATRIS accelerates and de-risks the path to
clinical proof of concept and partners with key stakeholders for the validation and introduction of novel tools to
support R&D. www.eatris.eu Twitter @EatrisEric
LifeArc is the new name for MRC Technology, a medical research charity with a 25 year legacy of helping scientists
and organisations turn their research into treatments and diagnostics for patients. The new name reflects the
charity’s purpose: to be the arc or bridge between research and improving patients’ lives. LifeArc is pioneering new
ways to turn great science into greater patient impact. It brings together a network of partners to tackle specific
diseases and directly funds academic and early stage research. The charity has dedicated laboratories in Stevenage
where around 80 scientists work on antibody and small molecule projects, while the Edinburgh lab progresses
diagnostics development. So far, LifeArc’s work has helped to develop four drugs (Keytruda®, Actemra®, Tysabri®
and Entyvio®) and a test for antibiotic resistance. www.lifearc.org Twitter @lifearc1

